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CHRYSLER GROUP IN CRISIS: 
JULY SALES DOWN NEAR 30% 
 
With new car sales sliding by 28.2 per cent and truck purchases plunging 29 per cent, Chrysler 
recorded the biggest downturn of the Big Three automakers for the month of July, compared 
with the same month last year.  And the groupôs sorry performance came about despite an 
announcement at the end of July stating that loss-making Chrysler Financial was pulling-out of 
the consumer leasing business from August 1, prompting a four-day flurry of last-minute sales.   
 
Chrysler Financial is said to have been losing an average of $5,000 on every full size truck it 
took back at the end of its lease. For customers who still want to lease, Chrysler is offering 
$2,000 towards third-party leases. A cartoon in Automotive News, the US trade magazine, has  

a Chrysler dealer changing a sign outside his showroom from ñLease Buyò to ñPlease Buy.ò 
 
The once-hot Chrysler 300C sedan seems to have had its day; July sales were down 57.6  
per cent on 2007.  
 
July was bad news for the Big Three. General Motors saw a sales slump of 26 per cent 
(Chevroletôs decline was 24.8 per cent despite a very healthy 78.6 per cent boost in Malibu 
sales). Nobody wanted the Chevy TrailBlazer SUV; showrooms saw jaw-dropping 72.8 per cent. 
Ford meantime saw a 13 per cent jump in sales, helped by excellent Focus results and a 
positive contribution from the Lincoln MKS, but dragged down by massive downturns in SUV 
and pickup business.  
  
Fordôs ñbad boyò was the Expedition, recording a sales decline of 57.5 per cent. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ITôS LIMO ONE!   
So who will the passenger be? 



 
 
Chris Doaneôs spy shot of a part-camouflaged Cadillac ñheavyò is almost certain to be of 
the next US Presidential limo. The beast is said to be based on a truck chassis, feature 
armour plating that includes eight-inch-thick doors and diesel powered é for political 
correctness?  The limo will make its first official public appearance January 20 when  
the next President of the United States --- whoever that may be --- is inaugurated  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
HUMMER TO BE THE GULF  
STATESô OWN GAS GUZZLER? 
 
Talks are taking place that may lead to Gulf-based investors buying the Hummer SUV brand 
from financially-troubled General Motors. GM has been looking around for a potential buyer for 
some time and in early August was known to be in discussion with Russian oligarch Oleg 
Deripaska, already owner of the UK LDV and Russian GAZ automotive brands via his Russian 
Machines group. Hummer, it seems, will be sold to the highest bidder.  
 
GM will not say who the prospective Arab buyers are, but regional managing director Terry 
Johnsson says that two Gulf-based investors have ñraised their hand.ò  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 



CHEVYôS OFF-THE-SHELF BURNOUT 
MACHINE --- THE NEW ZR-1 VETTE 
 

 
 

GM engineer Sam Abuels buries his right foot in a classic pavement pounder to 
demonstrate the awesome capability of Chevroletôs new ZR-1 Corvette.  Right off the 
showroom floor, the ZR-1ôs supercharged LS9 will deliver 638bhp and 604ft/lb of torque. 
That means this is not just the fastest Vette ever, but also the most powerful. The guys at 
autoblog.com have put up a video so you can see and hear this awesome machine: 
burning rubber ï click and enjoy.  Also, the new Vette handles well enough to have 
toured the Nurburgring in 7:26:4 seconds last year. Fancy a ride? Try Vette at the óring 
and find out what it was like                                                                      Mike Collins 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

   A REAL TIN TINTIN RECREATION 
 

http://www.autoblog.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8E81IFmJvY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6mEirkQN8o


        
 
A British aficionado of French comic book character Tintin, business analyst Barrimore 
England-Davis, will set out in October on a 5,000-mile drive across Europe and North 
Africa to recreate the characterôs journey in Hergeôs 1939 story The Land of Black Gold. 

And as part of the project, which will involve crossing the Atlas mountains and the 
Sahara desert while handing-out clothing and school supplies to poor families on the 
way, Barrimore will depend on an ex-military M38 Willys Jeep --- just like Tintin.  
Barrimore rebuilt the Jeep himself and had it sprayed fire-engine red --- just like Tintinôs. 
Tintinôs dog Snowy accompanied him on the journey in the book, so Barrimore will also 
take along a dog of the same nameé but heôll be of the stuffed variety.                                 
 (And will somebody tells the news agency that disseminated the story to the British 
press that itôs a Willys Jeep, not a Willeyôs jeep)      

____________________________________________________________________ 
 

How do we know itôs a redneck limo? 

 
 
Because itôs got the pick up at the back for when the good óol boys go to town to re-stock 
on a few dozen crates of whiskey and beer                  (Another pic from our friend Texas Billy) 



 
 

Mike Collinsõ  

CACKLING ON  
I said previously that Dave West runs cacklefest.com, but that honour belongs to Ron 
Johnson, and it really is an incredible site, especially for front-engine nostalgia nuts. 
Check it out, but youôd better have a few hours to spare as more than fifty diggers are 
featured with historic photos and stories about them  and their restoration to modern 
cackle cars. Tony Nancyôs fabulous Pink powered AA/FD is one such beauty, seen below 
in action at Pomona in 1970  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Sadly Tony passed away in 2005 after a long illness, but one of his last projects came to 
fruition at the 2003 California Hot Rod Reunion when his immaculately restored first, last 
and only front engine Top Fuel dragster led the way for 32 cars at the legendary Famoso 
drag strip.                                                                                      Photos courtesy cacklefest.com 

 

http://www.cacklefest.com/


 
 
Meanwhile, Dave Westôs site is hotrodswest dedicated to John "Zookeeper" Mulligan, 
and tells the story of the incredible reproduction of Beebe & Mulliganôs historic Fighting 
Irish car. This site is also full of historic photos, and there are many showing the amazing 
attention to detail that went into this recreation.   
 

 
 
This shot from Daveôs site captures the power, but to hear Fighting Irish in action, click 
here Beebe & Mulligan AA/FD March Meet 2007 ---- the sound is incredible! 

 

 

TV TOMMY PROVED FOUR-INTO-ONE 
WOULD GOé AND HOW! 

http://www.hotrodswest.com/

