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Hi, I am Mike Lintern and I would like to invite readers to send in information 

or stories about your car or hobby and interests so we can publish some 

individual letters and interesting articles on the AMPAR web site. Email me 

at sales@woolfe.com 

 

 

October 2008 Edition 

PEACHES OF PEBBLE BEACH 

 

This year the Pebble Beach Concours dôElegance gave GM the opportunity to celebrate 

their centennial with a stupendous display of 20 of the Corporationôs concept vehicles 

from the fifties. In 1949, and each year through to 1960, General Motors toured the States 
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with a show called Motorama, displaying what were known in those days as ñcars of the 

futureò.  This is the 1954 Pontiac Bonneville Special; would it have been a worthy stable-

mate for the Corvette if GM had put it into production? 

 

 

 

Richard Owen Firebird III photos courtesy Supercars.net 

 

Harley Earlôs 1958 Firebird III was the ultimate when it came to tailfins --- sporting no less 

than nine! It broke Earlôs his usual rules in its lack of chrome and also features ñshavedò 

http://www.supercars.net/cars/2540.html


doors, which are opened with a sonic key. GM say this was the most influential of all the 

Motorama Firebirds produced and it, of course, lent its name to Pontiacôs iconic pony car 

launched in 1967. See Firebird III in action on a high speed banked track and check out 

the GM Heritage site, a must for fans of ñThe Generalò                                                                                                                    

 

 

Was this a tribute to Jayne Mansfield, or just the inspiration for one of Madonnaôs more 

memorable outfits? Hell no, itôs Cadillacôs ñjet ageò ô59 Cyclone. Phew! 

 

 

 

 

1949 Buick Roadmaster Ionia Estate Wagon at Pebble Beach concours. Isnôt she lovely? 

http://www.gm.com/corporate/about/heritage/collection/index.jsp


 

 

 

1940 La Salle, Series 50, Meteor eight - door wagon. Checker that out é 

 

Batman Revisitedé  

 

 



 

 

 

This Mattel Hot Wheels 1 19th scale Batmobile was marked down from $37.99 to $33.95 on 

the net, a much better deal than a recreation of the famous 1960's Batmobile which sold 

at the 2008 Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale auction earlier this year for $185,000. Add the 10% 

Buyerôs Commission and youôre talking $203,500 - big boyôs toys indeed. This clip is 

more than just fun; it captures some of the magic that is Barrett Jackson.  The cars and 

presentation are awesome, and to see Darrell Gwynn and Mohammed Ali smiling make it 

almost magical ï check it out. Click Holy Auction Block! It's the Batmobileé  for the sale. 

And should you have some spare change and the need for retail therapy, Barrett Jackson 

is in Las Vegas October 16th through 18th at the Mandalay.  

 

If you just want to revel in nostalgia (especially those of you who thought the Batmobile 

was all show and no go) try this link from a piece Phil Burgess was doing for Dragster 

Insider on the legendary wheelstander Wild Bill Shrewsberry.  He drove the famed 

Batmobile during a promo tour for the TV show; click here to see the action at Gotham 

City Dragstrip, Thanks Phil, itôs a fun clip.                                                                            MC 

 

____________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

http://www.barrett-jackson.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQ92ZSCyqkQ
http://www.1966batmobile.com/dragsterinaction.mpeg


BEEP BEEP! ITôS A HEAVEN OF A SEVEN 

 

 

And you thought all American cars were big and bulky! First known as the American 

Austin, using the engine and chassis of our Austin 7, its bodywork was deemed too 

conservative for US buyers so the car was re-designed by one Alexis de Sakhnoffsky. 

Known for his work for Auburn, Cord and Packard, Alexis came up with this pretty little 

car --- re-christening it the American Bantam 


