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THE BIG THREE (OR WILL THERE BE TWO?) 

PRESENT THEIR SURVIVAL STRATEGIES   

Weeks of speculation and rumour concerning a likely tie-up between General Motors and Chrysler 

bubbled on as October drew to a close, with word that GM chief executive Rick Wagoner had gone 

directly to the US Treasury Secretary Hank Paulson to request financial help for a merger in an 

attempt to save thousands of jobs. 

The White House has already approved $25-billion of loans to the industry, aimed principally at aiding 

the development of more fuel-efficient engines.  Any merger between GM and Chrysler would call for 

some $10-billion in new equity to close factories, cut jobs and integrate operations. 

Meantime, itôs claimed that up to 2,000 US auto dealerships will go out of business in the next five 

years due to the colllapse of sales. Many potential customers, while wanting new cars, are just unable 

to get the finance. 

Mopar is looking for partners to breed small cars 

Chrysler will almost certainly go into some kind of partnership with another manufacturer to develop a line of 

small cars to meet future consumer demands, and has also announced its intention to market an electric car in 

2010. The company will decide soon whether to go it alone in the design and production of a global mid-size 

car, but favours a partnership deal. Both of these options are subject to the outcome of any merger talks with 

GM. 
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Already Chrysler has been exploring a deeper relationship with Nissan, which is controlled by Renault. A 

made-in-Japan production version of the Dodge Hornet concept minicar will be produced by Nissan and thereôs 

strong talk of a rebadged Nissan Versa being sold as a Chrysler, while a next-generation Dodge Titan pickup 

would wear a Nissan nameplate. 

Itôs thought the plan might work well because Chrysler has solid experitise in trucks, minivans and SUVS, while 

Nissanôs strength is with luxury, performance and small cars.  

Some 25% of Chryslerôs blue-collar workers worldwide received notice of redundancy on October 24, on top of 

at least 250 already laid off in September. 

The General will use European tactics 

General Motors is to use more small-displacement European engines in North American vehicles. Powerplants 

such as the 2-litre turbocharged unit already in the Pontiac Solstice and Chevyôs HHR and Cobalt, will be seen 

in a greater number of applications. ñYou are going to see more 200-plus horsepower four-cylinder cars,ò says 

GM Europe president Carl-Peter Forster.  

Although the electric Volt, scheduled for 2010, is a big hope for GM, a mix of fuel-efficient engines form the 

Corporationôs battle plan for survival. The 1.4-litre turbo being developed for the Cruze should give better than 

40mpg. And by 2010, GM should be in production with a fuel cell motor that makeselectricity from hydrogen. 

On another front, GM is considering the disposal of its global AC Delco parts business. 

Fords will be downsized and put on a diet 

With sales down nearly a fifth so far this year, Fordôs strategy for survival in North America is strongly reliant on 

introducing at least six small European-bred cars for local assembly over the next three years, all with direct-

injection turbocharged EcoBoost engines. The chosen models are likely to be Focus four- and five-door 

sedans plus convertible, a Fiesta and the C-Max and Kuga crossovers.  

Product development chief Derrick Kuzak says this line-up of compacts, or C-class vehicles, will form the heart 

of Fordôs new range. With smaller engines and lightweight materials, each new Ford will lose an average of 

700 pounds in weight. 

The company, which lost two of its non-executive directors in resignations this October, and will not be 

replacing them, is said to have walked away in July from secret talks which would have involved some kind of 

merger with GM. At the end of October Ford was said to be close to selling-off to various buyers its one-third 

stake in Mazda. 

Not much fun for parts manufacturers eitheré  

TRW Automotive, drivetrain and safety parts supplier, expects to post a third-quarter net loss and has 

withdrawn its projection for full-year revenue. At the end of July the group reported it was expecting to turn in 

an end-of-year turnover of more than $16-billion, but the weak North American market and deteriorating  

European market have washed-out the numbers. 

Getrag, the German-based gearbox company, which was planning to raise up to $300 in debt finance to build 

and equip an advanced transmission plant in Indiana --- making dual-clutch transmissions for the likes of 

Chrysler --- has been sued by Chrysler for failing to complete the project. The funding has not been secured. 

The factory was to have come on stream next year, producing manual transmissions that save fuel by means 

of two clutch sets that allow faster shifts. Getragôs box also offers an automatic-shifting option. 



 

CARBONôS CONCEPT IS A 

PURE BLACK AND WHITE 

 

 

The need for better fuel efficiency than can be delivered by current Stateside police cruisers such as 

Ford Crown Victorias and Dodge Chargers has led Carbon Motors Corporation to come up with a 

purpose-designed 320bhp 3-litre turbo diesel ñblack and white.ò Codenamed the E7, Carbonôs 

innovative prowl car concept also features a number of integrated law enforcement features such as 

built-in emergency lights that replace conventional light-bars and spotlights that are combined with the 

exterior mirrors. The front bumper is designed for pushing as well as protection, while the rear end is 

claimed to be capable of withstanding 75mph impacts. In the ñinterceptorò mode, the E7 can cover a 

standing quarter mile in the mid-14-second range, claim the makers 

 



 

The barred front end, Captain America flashing lights and suicide doors give the Carbon a real a mean 

look. Click here and check it out. It might not be an action movie, but you do get to see the car on the 

prowl 

Jalopnik.com recently ran a tale about a new Lambo Gallardo LP560-4 Polizia. Maybe itôs a bit over the top 

when it comes to Police work, but this has got to be the ultimate pursuit motor. Thereôs 560-horsepower 

available to propel the beast to 203mph! Check out the Lambo in action, read all about this tough trucker, 

then click on their Police Car Hoonage link to see and hear the car running a shade faster than the Carbon cop 

car. The LP560-4 Polizia replaces a first generation Gallardo used since 2004 and which has clocked up nearly 

87,000 miles on patrol. Another has reached 62,000 miles. Neither car has required more than regular 

servicing! 

A Fair Cop, Mid-west Style 
This is a true story. Only the names have been changed to protect the guilty 

Meanwhile, back on planet earth, on a two-lane, in a canyon, many years agoé 

At 115mph things happen quickly. A flash of reflected red and blue on a canyon wall was enough to 

enter my mind like electricity ï Highway Patrol! I hit the brakes, catching sight of a 55mph speed sign 

just as a Mustang Interceptor cleared the canyon walls ahead, driving straight towards me.  Oops! 

Instantly  

the light bars lit up as we closed on each other.  I wanted to take a shot, but knowing my camera 

could be mistaken for a gun, I left it on the seat!  

Seconds later, the Mustang blasted past, the long arm of the law pointing out the window with a voice 

almost heard yelling ñPull overé ñ 

But it was so cold up there in that freezing mountain air, so I drove on. The Mustang twitched to a halt 

in my rear view mirror, rear tyres smoking as it spun round and took up pursuit just like a scene from 

a Hollywood movie. Now I felt safe to shoot over my shoulder, so I  didé 

 

http://jalopnik.com/5063649/carbon-motors-e7-police-car-finally-reveals-video-of-cool-cop-gadgetry-inside
http://jalopnik.com/5068397/italian-state-police-get-gadget+filled-lamborghini-gallardo-police-car


 

Even though I was still running in excess of 90mph, the Highway Patrol was coming on strong, but it was still 

too cold to stop, so I relaxed and drove on towards sunshine and warmth.  

Eventually I reached the valley floor and pulled over in the sunshine as the fired-up Patrol car with sirens 

screaming, and flashing gumballs flooded my mirrorsé  

Forget Hollywood, this was personal; Iôd been captured! 

 

Words and photos by the Anonymous Outlaw  

 

NASCAR News 

Johnson set to match legends tripleheader 

 

 



 

Jimmie Johnson looks set to join racing legend Cale Yarborough by winning three NASCAR 

Championships in a row, 30 years after Cale set that benchmark. The most points a driver can 

make up in a race is 161, so no matter what , JJ left Texas Motor Speedway on Sunday with 

the points lead. After that itôs Phoenix, where JJ has won two straight, before heading south to 

Miami Homestead for the seasons grand finale. 

Maybe Johnson and his Loweôs Chevrolet is a shoe-in for the title, but Iôll be glued to the TV 

for the rest of November just to see how many top guns try to take the wind from his sails.  

And letôs face it armchair fans, the past few races have all featured exciting finishes.     MC 

 

 

 

MOPAR PLUGS ITS ELECTRIC HOPEFULS 

 

 

Three ñadvanced electric-driveò prototypes have been revealed by Chrysler and one of them is due to go into 

production for North American markets in 2010, and Europe sometime after. The Chrysler Town & Country and 

Jeep Wrangler are designed for extended range (ñroam the planet and take care of it at the same timeò is the 

mission statement for the Jeep), while the Dodge EV sportster is a high-performance offering. The EV --- which 

is wrapped in a Lotus Europa bodyshell -- has the equivalent of a 268hp engine, says Chrysler. Actually, itôs a 

200kw hair dryer using a lithium-ion battery pack and anò integrated power control module.ò Says the man in 

the promo film,  ñItôs all about accelerationò and  ñgreat torque.ò About 450-lb-ft worth that translates into a zero-

to-sixty of less than five seconds. I guess you could call that a pretty impressive plug. The sportster has a 150-

mile range, which Chrysler expects to increase as technology improves.  



Click here and check all three out at autoblog.com ï thereôs even film of the yellow peril whizzing round a test 

track. Thereôs hardly any noise pollution except when it zips past the cameraôs mike --- and when it sets off 

from a standing start it sounds like a tube train!  

The sound of the future may be clean but itôs lacking in the soul department -ï especially if you love the rumble 

of a V8. Heck even my old six-potôs got more going for i               MC 

 

Chrysler, Jeep and Dodge electric concepts --- only one will survive into production 

http://www.autoblog.com/2008/09/23/chrysler-llc-debuts-dodge-ev-jeep-ev-and-chrysler-ev/


 

The Dodge EV, complete with lightning stripes. Does it offer electrifying performance? 

 

Malibu mild adds $3,000 for electric power 

 

 


