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FANTASTIC FESTIVAL OF FUMES! 
Mike Collins reviews Goodwoodôs vintage dragster extravaganza in words and pictures 

 
The Goodwood Festival of Speed is always something special, but this year the 
presence of iconic dragsters, many from the National Hot Rod Associationôs 
Wally Parks museum, gave it an extra boost of style, with the 2008 US Drag Team 
firing-up their thunderous machines to give fans a taste of ground-pounding nitro 
power --- cacklefest style.  
 

 
Fired up and rumbling on the oldest cricket pitch in the world!  Iôd like to think the empty 
space on the right was drag racingôs equivalent of the missing man formation in memory 
of two-time top fuel champion Scott Kalitta, killed a couple of weeks before at Englistown  
                                                         

GRUMPY OLD DRAGSTERSé 
 
Goodwoodôs cricket pitch drag strip gave an incredible insight into fuel racing history. The field 
was headed by Art Chrismanôs iconic ñ25 car,ò which featured on the cover of Hot Rod Magazine 

in 1953 and made the very first pass at the inaugural 1955 NHRA US Nationals.  It was a joy 



talking with Art, as he recalled re-enacting that event at both the 25th and more recent 50th 
anniversary celebrations of the Big Go. 

 

 
 
Three legends in one shot:  Art Chrisman's 25 car, Ed Cortopassi's Glass Slipper and 
Shighe and Chico Saganumaôs Mooneyes headed the pack on the cricket pitch strip.  
Artôs drove his other classic machine, the Chrisman and Cannon Hustler, to victory  
at the First Bakersfield Fuel & Gas Championships in 1959 

 
       
 Art Chrismanôs son Mike filled the vintage Hustler with a 75-per-cent-nitro load of cackle-
juice 

 



                                                    

 
 
Ed Cortopassiôs 1956 methanol-burning Glass Slipper, the worldôs first streamliner, was 
the oldest dragster to fire-up at Goodwood. The slippery glass fibre body and unique 
canopied cockpit, plus Moon disc wheel covers, helped Ed to hit  181mph on the dry 
lakes in his heyday  

 
 



 
 
Acclaimed as ñThe worldôs most beautiful dragsterò --- The Glass Slipper  as it appeared 
in a 1954 edition of Hot Rod Magazine 

 

 
Now UK-owned by Dean Butler, the Charlie Bang Special was built in 1963 and held the 
D-class record in 1965 at 10.32 seconds.  And this flathead gasser still sounds strong 
 



 

é AND SIXTIES SWINGERS 
 

 
 
Representative of sixties-era slingshots was Charlie and Dave Westôs acclaimed 
recreation of Beebe & Mulliganôs Fighting Irish AA/FD --- in 1969 Winternats-winning trim. 
Though built in the ó90s with cacklefests in mind, the car also entertains fans with 
burnouts and wild launches at Stateside drag meets. Thatôs Dave in the green shirt, 
seemingly ñsquaring upò on Big Sonny Diaz, an original member of the Over The Hill 
Gang crew (see the next pic)  

 
 

 
 
The back-motored Over the Hill Gang fueler was definitely the most powerful rail at 
Goodwood. In 1978 Kelly Brown drove it to glory at the NHRAôs 25th anniversary Indy 



Nationals in 5.88 seconds at 245.23mph.  During the cacklefests the car was static, as 
were all the machines, but still thrilled with awesome 85 per cent nitro-induced power 
bounces 
Photo courtesy of Andy ñNitro Nostrilsò Willsheer 

 

 
 
Dusty McWilliams drove the Howard Cams Rattler, Larry Dixonôs beautiful six-second 
230mph ride from the late sixties. The Rattler was the crispest-sounding AA/FD 

 

 
 
ñShake yer little ass!ò What a difference a few years made to the shape and style of 
dragster rear ends.  The ó68 Childôs and Albert Addict, in the foreground, is far swoopier 
that Tommy Ivoôs ó62 Barnstormer on the right, and light years ahead of the little yellow 
Mooneyes gasser of the early sixties  



                                            
CACKLE CONCLUSION 
 

 
 
Organiser Tony Thacker invited me to commentate during the first Sunday cackle so he 
could enjoy the power up close. But health and safety heavies made sure the fans were 
at least 30ft from the action, even if earplugs or defenders were worn. They could have 

got closer to a UXB during the blitz. Never mind, I got my first nitro hit in a decade ï apart 
from when I fill my Zippo with some of G-Maxôs genuine 90 per cent !  Even from the 
control tower at the back of the drag strip, the morning nitro session left me weak at the 
knees and numb at the mind. It certainly was an AA (Awesome, Awesome) time. 
                                                                                                                          Mike Collins                                                      
 

 



 
Ace shutterbug Andy Willsheer is to be credited for this telling shot of our photo    
reporter Mike Collins wandering around the start line in a nitro stupor!  Earlier in  
The day, Mike had been guest commentator, taking him back to his time in the sixties as 
Santa Pod Racewayôs first ñMan behind the mikeò 
 

 

 

 
 
The Cricket Pitch Cacklefest gang: Sheri and Doug Butler; Ed and Sandy Cortopossi;  
Art Chrisman; June Key; Mike Chrisman; Kelly Brown; Pat and Tom Curnow; Shige 
Suganuma; Gwen and Dusty McWilliams; Sonny Diaz; Tony Thacker and daughter Mia; 
Jim Bonn; Chico Suganuma and Rod Hynes. The Westôs and Dean Butler missed the 
shoot. The fire truck lives locally and was driven to the drag strip by its lucky owner 

 
The Festival of Speed has grown to become one of the most prestigious automotive events on 
the planet. This year more than 140,000 fans thronged Goodwood  to see 350 world class cars 
and more than a 100 top drivers and riders sprint up the hill climb and get out of shape on the 
rally stage in the forest. There was something for everyone, an incredible selection from 100-
year-old racers to cars of  tomorrow.  Check out this hyperlink to see the inside of Goodwood 
House from Dougie Lampkinôs helmet cam as he takes a special tour - itôs amazing!! 
http://www.goodwood.co.uk/Site/Content/FestivalOfSpeed/Dougie_Lampkin_Video.aspx 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.goodwood.co.uk/Site/Content/FestivalOfSpeed/Dougie_Lampkin_Video.aspx


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NISSAN FAVOURED TO BUILD DODGE HORNET 

 

 
 
The Dodge Hornet minicar, shown as a concept at the 2006 Geneva motor show, is now 
fairly certain to go into production as a 2010 model and will be built for Chrysler in Japan 



by Nissan ---- not by a Chinese company as first envisaged. Word is that the hatchback 
Hornet is going to be based on the Nissan Versa sub-compact. Plans by Chrysler for 
other small cars to be built in China, probably by Chery Automobile, continue in place 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEMA Hall of Fame offers a funny car ride 
The National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) and the Specialty Equipment Market Association 
(SEMA) share a long and storied history and, in recognition, a new interactive Hall of Fame 
display opened at the Wally Parks Museum last month. 
The centrepiece of the display features one of John Force's 2007 Ford Mustang funny car 
bodies, now an interactive car. Visitors can take it for a simulated ride through SEMAôs history. 
Better yet, they can test their reaction time on a Christmas tree while sitting in a genuine John 
Force fuel coupe! 
 

 
 
Also happening in the Museum is a ñSalute to 60 Years of Racing,ò a NASCAR-
authorised exhibit which will run until March next year and feature racing memorabilia 
and photos, along with a selection of race cars, including Dale Earnhardt's 1998 Chevy 
Monte Carlo. The beautiful 1939 Ford pictured below is a recreation of the classic built by 
Red Vogt and driven by Red Byron.  Although the late Robert ñRedò Byron only raced in 
three NASCAR Cup seasons, he had the honour of winning the first NASCAR-sanctioned 
race in 1948. A year later he became the first Cup champion after winning NASCARôs first 
race at Daytona, a 40-lap event held on the 4.15-mile beach and road course. 



Thereôs an amazing amount of racing fun and facts to be found by clicking here 
http://www.nascar.com/promos/60th/. If youôre into stock cars a visit to NASCARôs 60th 

Anniversary site is a must. MC 

 

New Mopar Challenger racers, and  
Big Daddy back in the saddle again 
 
This year is the 40th anniversary of the original factory-built drag race package cars from Dodge 
and Plymouth --- the 1968 Hemi Darts and Barracudas. These were limited-edition cars that 
represented a significant point in Mopar and drag racing history.  
 
To celebrate, Mopar launched new hemi powered Dodge Challenger Drag Race Package Cars 
at the NHRAôs 29th annual Mopar Mile High Nationals with Grand Marshal "Big Daddy" Don 
Garlits and honorary starter Judy Lilly --- one of the female pioneers in drag racing --- matched 
together in an 11-second duel.  
Big Daddy got beat off the line, but eventually took the win. Judy is seen here with track owner 
John Bandimere, who was also celebrating the trackôs 50th anniversary, and Don, in the Mopar 
cap   
Photo courtesy of nhra.com 
 

 
 

http://www.nascar.com/promos/60th/
http://www.nhra.com/


 
 
Mopar race photo courtesy dragracingonline.com 
 
The new Hemi Challenger package features a relocated engine, the use of composite, 
polycarbonate and lightweight components designed for drag racing to reduce the carsô 
weight considerably. In the old days it would just be radio delete ï today the Hemi 
powered beasts are missing windshield wipers, airbag components, rear seats, power 
steering, exhaust system and much more.  
 
Definitely not for cruising, Mopar will build a minimum of 100 Hemi Challengers to meet 
NHRA requirements; based on the SRT8, they feature three engine options, 6.1 or 5.7-litre 
Hemis or 5.9-liter Magnum A Wedge power. Thereôs also a choice of manual or automatic 
transmissions. Each will carry an identification plate with sequential serial number and 
theyôll be available for order Stateside in late August to early September. 
 
Mopar are talking prices from the low to mid $30,000 range depending on specification, 

so if youôve got spare change, or want to know more check out  www.mopar.com                                                                                  
MC 
 

 
     
      Pics  courtesy of  www.automobilemag.com 
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