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Happy New Year! 

 

(Yes, I know, sarcasm is the lowest form of wit.) 

 

While thought and talk of late has been of the 

American car industryôs huge cost problems, 

little mention has been made of the effect on 

the Canadian plants just over the border where 

many of the ñYanksò we drive are made. All the 

full-size Dodge vans, for instance, were made in 

Canada, as were most of the Chevy G vans. 

Dodge pickups and Chrysler PT Cruisers come 

from Mexico, where labour is much cheaper. 

 

 

In mid-December, while General Motors was closing some 20 US factories for cost savings, the Canadian 

government announced it was going to aid its national car manufacturing industry. A total of $3-1/4 billion 

(I guess Canadian dollars) was pledged at the end of December.  This may or may not be a great deal of 



help to the likes of GM as corporations, but it showed a greater willingness to help factory workers in their 

hour of need than had been shown up to that point by the US Congress.   

And the fact that Canada has felt the need for urgent action also drives home the point that this whole 

business is a truly international problem.  This is an ongoing drama and as we wrapped-up this monthôs 

Insight, the US Government was stepping in to throw its industry a lifeline. Letôs see how things pan out in 

the New Year and hope for the best.                       

                                                                                                            Mike Lintern  

                                                                                                             Mike@americanautoparts.co.uk 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

DETROIT GOES ON LIFE SUPPORT 

Uncle Sam saves GM and Chrysler --- but for how long?  

The White House stepped in on December 19 to pull two of the big three US vehicle makers away from the edge of the 

cliff.  The two part financing package, which comes with conditions including wage reductions requested of the 

ŀǳǘƻǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ǳƴƛƻƴΣ ƭƻŀƴǎ Ϸмн-billion for GM and $6-ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊȅǎƭŜǊΦ CƻǊŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŀƴƪǎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ hY Χ 

ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΦέ  

Meantime, Chrysler announced on the same day that it was ceasing production of vehicles in the US for a month, hoping 

to reduce its inventory.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chryslerõs legacy is a thing of beauty 

 



    

 

Mike Collins writes: 

It was the first thing of note I saw when I visited New York City and, with the sun glinting off it stainless 
steel spire it made for an awesome introduction to the Big Apple. And repeated sightings of the majestic 
building always left me feeling good. Sadly, although I saw it from many different street level angles, I 
never did get to venture inside --- a loss I hope to remedy some day.  
 

No matter what the future holds for the Corporation, the Chrysler Building will stand for ever in memory of 

the vision held by Walter P Chrysler back in the late 1920s, when he merged his company with Dodge and 

DeSoto, and formed the Plymouth Motor Company. In the fall of 1930, Walter Chrysler finished his dream 

of creating a modern office building in the heart of downtown Manhattan and the result is rightly 

considered a masterpiece of art deco architecture.  

 

From the start, Chrysler's architects used interesting automotive touches to highlight the buildings roots.  

Among these were hubcaps, an eagle emblem (used in a gargoyle motif) and replicas of the 1929 Chrysler 

hood ornaments. Corner ornamentations on the 31st floor are replicas of 1929 Chrysler radiator caps with 

stainless steel (used to resemble chrome) laced around the beautiful spire and the corners of the 61st 

floor are graced with eagles. The building was declared a National Historic Landmark in 1976.  

 



  

 

Detail shots of the 1929 Chrysler radiator cap, and the buildings cornerstone, a replica of 1929 hood ornaments. What a 

way to get a shot of the New York City skyline - no health and safety there!   

 



 

Photos and data courtesy Wikipedia.com 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Presidential bling bling? 

 

http://www.wikipedia.com/


A recent email from our friend John Penfold (ñJCò to his associates) contained a selection of US 

Presidential limousines from the past. But, head and shoulders above them all, was this Cadillac limo 

suggested as a potential ride for a certain Mr Obama when he moves into the White House later this month 

 

               _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Kid is Back!  

 

 

 Photo courtesy nhra.com 

 

Itôs the 75th Anniversary of the 1933-34 Ford Model and for the first time in 20 years, the ñCalifornia Kidò, 
the ZZ Top Eliminator, ñJakeôsò Coupe and the Super Bell Coupe will be reunited at the Parks NHRA 
Motorsports Museum along with other famous Model 40s from January 23 through June.  
 

 

http://www.nhra.com/


  

 

Jakes Coupe courtesy howstuffworks California Kid courtesy jalopnik.com 

 

 

 

Super Bell coupe courtesy streetrodder 

 

 

http://www.autohowstuffworks.com/
http://jalopnik.com/
http://www.streetrodderweb.com/milestones/0012sr_super_bell_coupe/index.html


 

GM Heritage for sale at Barrett Jacksoné 

 

 

Wes Siler recently reported on jalopnik.com that General Motors will be auctioning a bunch of recent and 

not too important machines from itôs Heritage Museum collection at the forth coming BJ Scottsdale, 

Arizona auction [January 13-19, 2009]. Amongst the cars listed youôll find a host of Corvettes and 

Camaroôs and a couple of odd balls which you might like to raid you piggy bank for including a 2002 

Cavalier 425 A/FX Drag racer, [really!]; a 510cubic inch 1992 Impala SS, a 572 1993 Camaro ZL-1, a 1994 

Lingenfelter 383Firebird, a 1967 GTO XXX Hardtop, [you know the movie machine] and a 1955 Buick 

Century. Who knows, you could get lucky - click jalopnik to see the list of cars for sale and check out 

there other entertaining features. 

 

 

AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/A3F71Y2X/jalopnik.com
http://jalopnik.com/5113113/gm-to-auction-near+classics-from-corporate-museum?skyline=true&s=i


 

 

Although the American Drag Racing Leagueôs Adrenaline series was curtailed for 24 hours by high winds, 

they started their 2008 season at Houston Raceway Park in front of a race day audience of 41,742 fans 

smashing the trackôs single-day attendance record and quite likely setting the mark for the largest single-

day crowd ever to attend a drag race, anywhere.  

  

 
As its most historic race, [it was the ADRLôs first-ever event held in October 2004 and the initial test site 
for their unique and very successful complimentary-ticket marketing plan], Dragstock has become the 
ADRLôs most prestigious individual event. In 2006 the event was moved to Rockingham, NC and it was 
here that Billy Glidden picked up his third XTF win of the year.  
Thanks to the good guys at dragracingonline you can catch all the action from Dragstock and all of the 

previous eighth mile extravaganzas, just click ADRL action aplenty, pour some refreshments and sit back 

for another couple hours of outrageous doorslammer actioné 

 

http://www.dragracingonline.com/adrltv/


 

 

On display at the recent PRI show this gorgeous '68 Camaro is destined for ADRL Pro Extreme action in the hands of 

Brad Personett during 2009. The car, built by RJ Race Cars is clad by a Hairy Glass body and carries a 520ci Hemi 

boosted by a pair of Precision Pro Mod turbos.                                                         (Ian Tocher photo courtesy ADRL)  

 

 

 

 

 

Fun stuff from the web  

Dinosaurs in need of some TLC 

 


