AMERICAN AUTOPARTS Insight Newsletter
December 2008

News and chewing gum for the eyes, spiced with hyperlinks

Compiled by Mike Lintern, with photo / graphics by Wojtek Samoszuk
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Hi,

As you can see from my new mug shot sometimes
| get to road test aged fifties machines -i i t 0 s
feel extra good about my

What do you prefer, old Yanks or modern muscle?
Please let us know, plus what you think of our site?
Tel | us what youdd | ike t
|l nsi ght pages and wedl | d «

Meantime, have a good Christmas!

Mike Lintern sales@woolfe.com

PS: | wish the newspapers would stafking about Detroit
making cars that nobody wants. Of course they want ther
LiQa 2dzad GkKSe& OlFyQi | FF¥2I
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BARACK (BUDDY) CAN YOU SPARE $25 BILLION?

As if Septemberoés vehicle sales figures were not ba
was an absolute, disaster with General Motors car and light truck brands down a whacking 45%,

Chrysler down 31% and Ford plungi ng too. GM executive Mark LaNeve
the worst industry sales month in the post-WWI | er a. 0

The tale of woe continues. Both GM and Ford ended-up losing $7-billion during the third quarter of

this year. GM will be out of business sometime in the second quarter of next year unless the US
Government puts its hand in its pocket to provide the $25-billion loan programme the industry so
desperately wants, though Ford CEO Alan Mulally has said he believes his company can survive
withoutthe Feder al money. AShow us a plan, 0 said the Se

No plan, no dough. The Senate has not been moved.

At the very end of November GM was pleading with Congress for up to $12 billion for itself in a
debt-for-equity deal aimed at avoiding being forced into Chapter 11 bankruptcy. Selling brands
such Hummer (thought already to be in negotiation) and, incredibly Pontiac, are being put forward
in an attempt to depl e-blaontdebtepileCor porati onbés $43

Chrysler is also absolutely strapped for cash, and is looking at a brand sale as a way of keeping its
head above water. Word is that Jeep may be up for grabs.

Ford liquidity is being boosted by ceding control of Mazda through the sale of a 20 per cent stake in
the Japanese maker for $540 million. Mazda will buy back a seven per cent stake, with the balance
being purchased by its business partners, leaving Ford holding a 13 per cent stake --- still the
largest single shareholding. Ford, which has controlled Mazda for some 12 years, will continue to
share some engineering and vehicle platforms, and maintain its existing partnership in joint
factories producing vehicles in the US, China and Thailand.

I n the UK, Pendragon, wh o, apart fr om [erechanghatelae <c ou
concession to sell American GM models under the Cadillac and Corvette banner, have drafted in a
team of financial advisers as concerns mount over deteriorating trading and heavy debts.




2010 FUSION --- GET THAT GRRRRILLE!
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Fusionwillcont i nue t o be Ford Motor Companyds big hope i
and the Fusion Sport is to be the top-of-the-line variant. With bolder three-bar grille, shapely hood

and Aangryo front | amp scontdufe@ Fusiens yill come veth @ choice pflthree
engines --- a 2.5-litre four, a 3-litre V6 or, for the Sport, a 3.5-litre double overhead cam V6 putting

out 273bhp and 2491 b/ ft of torque. -speetpkdsautm trans.y, al

The companyo6s tseugryv,i viadle nsttirfaa ed i n | ast monthés | nsic
medium cars, which will mean the launching of the sub-compact Fiesta in the States for 2010, plus
possibly the re-designed Ka mini-car after it has been debuted in Europe early next year.

THE RAPTOR: FORDOS FI




Next summer sees the | aunch (or should it be first
based Raptor performance truck. Something more than just another pickup, the Raptor will be an
off-road equivalent of the super-quick Lighting variant, going into production for the 2010 model

year with a Triton 5.4-litre V8 putting 320bhp and 390Ib-ft of torque through all four wheels.

Later in the production run, Ford plan to offer a 400bhp Boss 6.2 option.

Raptor will come in SuperCab configuration only and feature wider front and rear fenders to
accommodate 35-inch tall Goodrich All-Terrains on 17-inch rims. Suspension design is the work of

Fox Racing, who came up with progressivehi-t ech shocks t hatordvwpdobsdaelésitt h e
presumably, cannot over-fly. To see the Raptor off-roading, click desert action.



http://jalopnik.com/5075561/2010-ford-f+150-svt-raptor-first-ride

n2a Motors do an Italian job on the Corvette

Earlier this year we brought you news of the fabulous 789 roadster from n2a Motors, a really cool

C6 Corvette-based beauty combining 657, 658 and 659 Chevy
No Two Alike) have just debuted their Anteros sportster --- built on the 2009 Corvette platform but

with an Italian-flavour carbon fibre body --- at the Los Angeles Auto Show. To ensure exclusivity,

each Anteros is treated to a unique body/trim colour combination, and is 12 weeks in the build from

time of order. Interiors are replaced with hand-stitched leather, including re-contoured seats,

wheels are replaced with three-pi ece al i 6 r i ms -back edxhaust systent is imstatiea t

The Anteros is available in coupe or convertible form, from $139,500 or $144,500 upwards,
respectively. The first convertible built uses a stock 430bhp LS3 motor, while the coupe seen here
packs a Lingenfelter 630bhp performance package. Vroom!

What 6s next? A siI x d

Once upon atime (1987 to be precise), there was a perfectly fine new Corvette convertible. It did all

the things a Corvette should do. It was quick, went round corners and was ideal for collecting and
impressing the girl friend, But its Stateside owner decided he wanted a four door. So, what did he

do? Instead of trotting off to his local Chevy dealer, getting a deal on a Caprice, and cutting a hole

in Its roof, he di smembered the hapless Corvette. A
judge ought to give him), a chassis stretch and the installation of extra seats and suicide rear

doors, the mutant was born. You may not be surprised to know it was spotted on ebay and had not

met its reserve price.



SOMEONE TOOK THE T-BIRD AWAY
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This 1955 T-bird went for £18,700 at the Automobiles of London classic car auction in Battersea at
the end of October. Prices were subdued by the general economic climate.

ARMCHAIR DRIVING uwith wike cotiins
FORGET THE CORVETTE KEN\

Like many people | was more than impressed with the behaviour of the ZR1 Corvette in the hands of

TopGear 6s JC at Bonnevill e. Letdos face it any machin
given more than a little stick on so many foot to the floor passes down the legendary salt flats and
survive has got to be toughdlookiBgaswed.r yet, the O6ovett

According to legend, or at least the Top Gear script, it also ran 176mph; the best ever speed for a
production Corvette at the famed course. And the show was entertaining to boot. Sadly the
following week was a total let down -i apart from the Corvette-powered food mixer, and they even
screwed that up. How did they manage to blag 436 horses just to mix raw meat and then drink some
of the resulting slurry! It6s beyond me.




eCHECKOUT THEARSHORTOUT

Forget the food mixer, hereds your chance to see the ZR10s

track, and then in a four car drag race with a Nissan GT-R, Ferrari GT2andaPor sche 599.

great video from motortrend.com. Thanks guys.

motortrend.com

A Sting Ray boldly going too far?

Anything which begins with a high-speed chase featuring a Corvette Sting Ray has got to be worth
a look and the ether was filled recently with some iffy bootleg versions of the Star Trek movie
t rail eawaited®dtive official high-resolution version to hit the tubes and you can catch it


http://www.motortrend.com/av/features/112_0811_zr1_gtr_gt2_599_drag_race_video/index.html
http://www.motortrend.com/
http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=sN12I15zNuc
http://uk.youtube.com/watch?v=sN12I15zNuc

here. The movie is a Ainew vision of the greatest space
young,new crew venturing boldly where no man has gone

Whether the Sting Ray wreck is the real deal or just CGI remains to be seen.

AND THE WI NNER | S e

€ Ken Chermer fr om Os t'boekrCdilelm,just®aying, jf the'NHRA can
have Junior Dragsters, why can't Goodguys have Junior Lowriders?"

A dragracingonline photo caption competition




